
Dear Colleagues,

The NOAA/National Severe Storms Laboratory (NSSL) and the NOAA/NWS/Office of Hydrologic Development (OHD) have been collaborating towards improving QPE in the NWS operations.  The collaboration is using the National Mosaic and Multisensor QPE (NMQ) and other projects to support research and science-to-operations of hydrometeorological applications for monitoring and prediction of water-related hazards and freshwater resources in the U.S. We believe that a great opportunity exists for the QPE community within and outside of NOAA to utilize the NMQ as a community platform for research, development and research-to-operations transition for next-generation QPE and very short-range QPF applications on a national scale. 

Towards that goal, we cordially invite you to the 1st Q2 Workshop (Q2 - “next-generation QPE”) in Norman, OK, June 28-29, 2005. The theme of the workshop is "Advancing the science and science-to-operations of QPE and very short-range QPF.” The objectives of the workshop are:

· Identify pressing and outstanding operational, science and science-to-operations requirements for QPE and very short-range QPF to meet the NOAA customer needs and mission goals,

· Assess existing and planned science and science-to-operations capabilities for QPE and very short-range QPF, and

· Develop cost-effective and performance-measurable solutions and pathways for advancing QPE and very short-range QPF science and science-to-operations by leveraging the NMQ infrastructure and capabilities.

The expected outcomes of the workshop are:

· Generation of the science and science-to-operations plan for NMQ as the community platform for QPE and very short-range QPF, and

· Development of collaborative QPE and very short-range QPF research and development, and research-to-operations partnerships across NOAA and with external partners.

The primary focus of the workshop is towards meeting NOAA/NWS service needs in conjunction with NOAA mission goals. Accordingly, a significant part of the workshop will be dedicated to presentation and discussion of operational needs and issues. This will be followed by discussions and formulation of the science and science-to-operations plan for QPE and very short-range QPF that leverages the NMQ infrastructure and associated joint applications development environment (JADE).

If you have any questions regarding the workshop, please let us know. We greatly appreciate your interest in this important activity and look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Steve Vasiloff (steven.vasiloff@noaa.gov)

NOAA/National Severe Storms Laboratory

DJ Seo (dongjun.seo@noaa.gov)

NOAA/NWS/Office of Hydrologic Development/Hydrology Laboratory

